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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|^ Tills action is non-final. 

3) D Since tliis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4) 12] Claim(s) 1-55 is/are pending In the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim{s) is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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10)S The drawing(s) filed on 13 January 2005 Is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following Inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-32, drawn to a system, classified in class 701 , subclass 29. 

II. Claims 33-55, drawn to a process, classified In class 701 , subclass 2. 

2. The inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
Inventions are distinct if It can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process, for example a maintenance process includes diagnosing 
the abnormal symptoms of vehicle subsystems as well as tires. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as Indicated is proper. 

4. Upon election of Invention I or II, the applicant Is further required under 35 U.S.C 
121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim Is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

1 . Single primary unit only 

2. Plurality of primary units only 
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5. Upon election of invention 1 or 2, the applicant is further required under 35 U.S.C 
121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

A. pressure gauge disposed in the CTI system (claim 2). 

B. pressure gauge disposed at a tire (claim 3). 

6. Upon election of species A, or B the applicant is further required under 35 U.S.C. 
121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

a. Secondary unit provides tire pressure only. 

b. Secondary unit provides operation objective only, 

c. Secondary unit provides tire pressure and operation objective only. 

7. Upon election of species a, b, or c, the applicant is further required under 35 
U.S.C. 121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

i. primary control unit adapted and constructed to control the CTI system (claim 

16). 

ii. primary control unit adapted and constructed to allow a vehicle occupant to 
exercise (claim 1 8). 
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8. Upon election of species I or ii, the applicant is further required under 35 U.S.C. 
121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

(1) . secondary control unit adapted and constructed to control the CTi (claim 17). 

(2) . secondary control unit adapted and constructed to allow a user to exercise 
(claim 19). 

9. Upon election of species (1 ) or (2), the applicant is further required under 35 
U.S.C. 121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(cun^ently, no claims are generic): 

AA. secondary control unit adapted and constructed to receive operational data 
from primary control unit (claim 20). 

BB. secondary control unit adapted and constructed to receive data firom at least 
condition sensing (21). 

1 0. Upon election of species AA or BB. the applicant is further required under 35 
U.S.C. 121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted If no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

aa. display and input panel adapted and constructed to receive input (claim 22). 
bb. central secondary control panel adapted and constructed to receive 
operational objective from a user (claim 23). 
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1 1 . Upon election of species AA only, the applicant is further required under 35 
U.S.C. 121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

AAa. Secondary control unit adapted and constructed to process data from tire 
pressure gauge (claim 24). 

AAb. Primary control unit adapted and constructed to process data from tire 
pressure gauge (claim 25). 

12. Upon election of species 2 only, the applicant is further required under 35 U.S.C. 
121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to 
which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

2a. maintain a target tire pressure (claim 28). 
2b. maintain a tire pressure (claim 29). 

1 3. Upon election of species 2a or 2b, the applicant is further required under 35 
U.S.C. 121 to elect one of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable 
(currently, no claims are generic): 

2c. using data received from said vehicle (claim 31). 

2d. using data received from a different vehicle (claim 32). 

14. Upon election of one of species 2c or 2d, the applicant is further required to elect 
a single species of the following under 35 U.S.C 121 for the purpose to examination. 
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This additional requirement is to facilitate examining due to the broad range of condition 
sensing devices available In applicant's system: 
For example: 

AAAA. Elect the condition sensing devices (eg, wheel balance sensor only or 
barometer and fuel consumption meter only). 

Note: In regard to single species election of species la, the election should 
not be open-ended (i.e., comprising). An open-ended election will be considered non- 
responsive. 

1 5. Upon election of one of AAa or AAb, the applicant is further required to elect a 
single species of the following under 35 U.S.C 121 for the purpose to examination. This 
additional requirement is to facilitate examining due to the broad range of condition 
sensing devices available in applicant's system: 

AAAc. Elect the operational objective (for example: increase in tire life only or 
reduction in road damage+travel on particular surface only). 

Note: In regard to single species election of species la, the election should not be 
open-ended (i.e., comprising). An open-ended election will be considered non- 
responsive. 

1 6. Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 
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Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written In dependent form or othenA/ise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentabiy 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or cleariy admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) of the other invention. 

17. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more the cunrently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

18. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 



Conclusions 
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19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571) 272-6985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/tc 



March 11,2006 




